
Common Core ELA 
Aligned  Mini Unit 

By: Marcie Taylor 

Jellyfish 
Informational Text  
Close Reading Unit 

Differentiated to Maximize Student Success! 



Thank you for your download!  I hope 
you and your students will enjoy 
learning about jellyfish through 
these nonfiction articles! 
 
There are three versions of the article that are 
included in this unit.  I hope this will help you to 
differentiate your instruction and maximize the 
learning of your students. 
 
-You may have students read the articles 
independently using the article that best matches 
their individual reading level.  (The article and text 
dependent question sheets make great weekly 
homework!) 
 
-You may use the articles for small group instruction 
 
-You may choose to use an article written at a higher 
level for a Shared Reading experience or Shared Close 
Read and give students copies of the article that 
matches their individual level for review/independent 
reading. 
 
There are  text based/close read questions that 
correspond with the article.  They can be used for 
conversation circles or written responses. 
 
This unit is closely aligned to common core state 
standards:  
R.I.1.1, R.I.1.2, R.I.1.4, R.I.1.8, R.I.!.10 
R.I.2.1, R.I.2.4, R.I.2.6, R.I.2.10 
R.I.3.1, R.I.3.4, R.I.3.10 



Jellyfish 
Jellyfish are sea creatures that 
can be found in all oceans.  
They are made up of a 
gelatinous (jelly like) substance.  
Despite their name, jellyfish are 
not actually fish!  These unusual 
creatures have long tentacles 
but do not have a brain! 

There are many different types 
of jellyfish. You might be 
surprised to learn that there 
are both stinging and 
nonstinging jellyfish.  Some are 
larger than humans and some 
are as small as a pinhead! Many 
jellyfish are transparent and 
can be very hard to see.  
However, there are also some 
that are very brightly colored. 

Jellyfish are considered 
plankton because they drift in 
the water instead of swimming.  
Sometimes large groups of 
jellyfish can be found together.  
Scientists call this a bloom.  
Some jellyfish blooms can be 
made up of millions of jellyfish! 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bd/Jellyfish.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c5/Jellyfish,_Monterey_Bay_Aquairium.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/36/Mike_Johnston_-_Jelly_Fish_(by).jpg


Jellyfish 
Jellyfish are sea creatures 
that live in oceans.  They 
are made up of a jelly like 
substance.  Many people are 
surprised that jellyfish are 
not actually fish!  They are 
animals that have long 
tentacles but do not have a 
brain! 

There are many different 
kinds of jellyfish. There are 
both stinging and nonstinging 
jellyfish.  Some jellyfish are 
larger than humans.  Others 
are as small as a pinhead! 
Many jellyfish are 
transparent.  They can be 
very hard to see.  However, 
there are others that are 
brightly colored. Jellyfish are plankton 

because they drift in the 
water.  They are not good 
swimmers. Sometimes large 
groups of jellyfish can be 
found.  Scientists call this a 
bloom.  Some blooms can be 
made up of millions of 
jellyfish! 
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Jellyfish 
Jellyfish are sea 
creatures. They have a 
body that is a lot like jelly. 
Jellyfish are not actually 
fish!  They are animals 
that have long tentacles 
but do not have a brain! 

There are many different 
kinds of jellyfish. Some 
kinds of jellyfish sting and 
some do not.  Jellyfish can 
be bigger than a person or 
as small as a pinhead. Many 
jellyfish are transparent.  
They can be very hard to 
see.  However, there are 
also some that are brightly 
colored. 

Jellyfish are plankton.  
This means they drift in 
the water.  They are not 
good swimmers. A bloom is 
a large group of jellyfish.  
Some blooms can have 
millions of jellyfish! 
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    Jellyfish       
 Text Dependent Questions 

Writing Prompts 
 
- Describe what a jellyfish looks like. 

 
 

- Explain some ways that all jellyfish are alike 
and some ways that jellyfish can differ from 
one another. 
 
 

- Explain what the word “plankton” means. 
 
 

- What surprised you about jellyfish when you 
read this article? 
 
 

- Is the name “jellyfish” appropriate for these 
sea creatures?  Why or why not?  Defend 
your answer with evidence from the text. 
 

- What is the most interesting fact you 
learned about jellyfish in this article? 



Jellyfish Facts 

Jellyfish have… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jellyfish are… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jellyfish can… 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jellyfish 
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 download! 

Please consider following my 
store for more 

differentiated nonfiction 
units and lots of freebies! 
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